The Geography of the Cherokees

The Cherokee nation was spread out through several states, which is why a
written communication system was useful.

The Cherokees originally lived in the northeast of the Unites States. Later on,
they moved in the south east, mainly in the now states if Tennessee, North
Carolina, and Arkansas. After years of conflict and treaties with the new
settlers which saw the Cherokees move more into Arkansas and Georgia, the
white settlers decided they wanted them to move further west.

The Cherokees did not want to move from their home, and so further conflict
broke out between the tribe and the Unites States Army. The Cherokees
suffered greatly, and so they were forced to walk west to Indian Territory, or the
modern state of Oklahoma. So many people died during the journey is since
known as the Trail of Tears.

Activity
Plot the he journeys of the Cherokee nation on the map. First identify the
mentioned states, and the draw a line between the ones travelled in between by
the Cherokees.

Then, plot the birth and death of Sequoyah using the same map.
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How We Communicate

How do we communicate over long distances today? Why do we
communicate with those who live far away from us?

What effects does not being able to communicate with people over
long distances have? In addition, if other people have that ability,
how would that make you feel? How could other people use their
communication?

Why do you think that some people rejected Sequoyah's syllabary at
the beginning? Why did they think he was crazy?

Apart from more accurate communication, what else does writing
down information do? What else can it help with?




Here are the sounds that Sequoyah recognized as being
repeated in the Cherokee language
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Cherokee Syllabary
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Cherokee Language
Each symbol in the syllabary represents sounds that are
present in Cherokee words, rather than individual letters
like the English Alphabet.

Fill in the symbols using the syllabary!

Hello: (O siyo)

Thank you: (Wa do)

Welcome: (U i he 1i s dij)
Write: (Go we lo di)
Newspaper: (Go we 1i ga le ya
ta nv)

Find more words online!

What sounds do we repeatedly use in the English Language?



Sequoyah's Legacy

Sequoyah's legacy is forever present in his syllabary, which is still used today. Not only are his
words preserved for future generations, but so is his old cabin in Sallisaw, Oklahoma. Sequoyah’s
widow sold his cabin to another Cherokee family, and it survived the Civil War and the years that

followed. The Oklahoma Historical society preserved the cabin, and built a stone building around it.
In 1966, the cabin and its surrounding area became a designated National Historical landmark; an
important part of America’s history that is available for the generations to come.

Why is important the Sequoyah cabin has been
preserved?

How important is it to remember historical figures
like Sequoyah? How do you think they should be
remembered?

Write a story about a museum or historical landmark you have visited or seen on

TV. What was it? Where was it? Why is it important? Would you change anything
about it?




Name:

Where was Sequoyah born?

What was his real name?

What did Sequoyah invent?

What did he call paper?

Is the syllabary made up of repeated sounds or single letters?

Who helped him convince people that the syllabary was a good thing?

Where did Sequoyah die?

What is this building?




