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JUDGES’ INSTRUCTIONS

There are additional copies of the judge’s forms included in your registration materials.  We are asking judges to score papers from one to ten in each of the following five categories: introduction, organization, research, composition, and oral presentation.  Ideally there will be two judges on each panel. One will serve as panel chair and the other will take the lead on offering comments. 

When assigning a score to the papers please think in terms of “Would I be happy to see this paper win 'Best Paper' in a category" as opposed to "Does this meet my strict standards for an 'A' in a doctoral seminar." 

This will be the first conference experience for many of the students who present papers so we want to create as positive an atmosphere as possible. That said, constructive criticism is an important part of the conference experience.

There are four categories of competition in which first, second, and third place prizes will be awarded:  undergraduate U.S. history, undergraduate non-U.S. history, graduate U.S. history, and graduate non-U.S. history.

Please note, it is VERY important that we receive the ballots as soon as possible after your panel is over to expedite the award process.  Please place your ballot in the ballot box at the registration table as soon as you are done with it. 

Please also consult with the other judge on your panel about the papers. Ideally, the judges will reach some sort of consensus about the papers. 

There will be a judge’s meeting in immediately following the conclusion of the last session. The awards for best papers will be decided at this time.
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